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Dear readers,

A new season has finally arrived with the first blossoms of spring
making our heart sing. This time is a lovely reminder of how
beautiful change can truly be. Do enjoy the time when the nature
resumes her loveliness.

We are extending our efforts since last year to address labour
shortages triggered by low birth and rapid ageing. Through bold
measures and collaboration, we have addressed the widespread
concern over potential production disruptions resulting from
acute labour shortages within the shipbuilding sector much earlier
than expected. In order to support farming communities ahead

of the start of a high season, we have improved regulations by
allowing international students’ parents to enter Korea as seasonal
workers. Additionally, we plan to offer on-site early adaptation
programme in earnest, to free seasonal workers from the hassle of
paying visits to take part in the programme and support them to
adapt to the new culture in a timely manner.

Accepting professional and skilled workers in an orderly fashion
is also planned to meet the increasing demand of foreign workers
across all sectors of industries. “Preliminary announcement of
employment visa quota” will also be launched as a pilot project
this year to address Korean nationals’ concern over uncontrolled
influx of foreign workers. This pilot project will be fully
implemented in 2025 after making updates and improvements,
which will convince Korean nationals that we aim to implement

reliable immigration policies based on data.

We would also like to let you know that we have finalised “The
Fourth Masterplan for Immigration Policy” in December last
year, which will serve as a guide in designing policies for the next
five years. One distinctive feature of this version is that we have
reached out to the public and listened to their voices by organising
a panel comprised of Korean nationals for the first time. Being
guided by our slogan “Making a leading future-oriented nation,
where both Korea nationals and non—nationals thrive”, we will
not spare efforts to offer impartial and empathetic services by
adhering to a rule—based approach to strictly respond to illegal
immigration, yet protecting the rights of non—nationals in need.

Last but not least, I would like to thank you for taking interest
in our efforts and wish you to have opportunities to enjoy the
warmth of spring.

Sincerely.

Commissioner
KorealmmigrationService
Ministryof Justice

Jaeyoo Lee
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The Fourth Masterplan for Immigration Policy:

Being a global leader in creating a future-oriented nation focusing on
mutual prosperity of both Korean nationals and non-citizens

With the expiration of the previous version of the Masterplan, we have introduced the Fourth Masterplan for Immigration Policy,
which provides a guideline and key principles of designing relevant policies between 2023 and 2027. The core value of the
Masterplan is “Being a global leader in creating a future-oriented nation focusing on mutual prosperity of both Korean nationals

and non-citizens”. The Masterplan has laid out five policy objectives along with 18 key projects in the field of economy, public
safety, integration, human rights and cooperation & legal foundation.

Key projects of the Fourth Masterplan for Inmigration Policy (2023-2027)

[Employing quantitative indicators to measure mid-to-long

(=

1. [Economy] Supporting economic development and
regional revival through immigration

1. Systematised immigration management programmes

2. Attracting and nurturing immigrants for economic growth

3. Establishing region-specific immigration policies

4. Economic growth powered by immigration policies

term effectiveness of social integration policies, promoting
education on cross-cultural understanding, development of
learning programmes on cultural diversity, strengthening
job training for immigrants, gradual integration of visas for
overseas Koreans and expansion of settlement help centres
for overseas Koreans]

IV. [Human rights] Creating an environment where the
value of respecting immigrants’ human rights is upheld

1. Strengthening immigrants’ rights

2. Preventing the social exclusion of vulnerable immigrants

3. Fulfilling humanitarian duties on par with Korea’s global
standing

[Introduction of preliminary announcement of employment
visa quota, dramatic expansion and streamlining of skilled
worker schemes, normalizing region-specific visas, expansion
of government-led seasonal worker programmes and
introduction of Digital Nomad visa]

I1. [Public safety] A safe society with immigrants [Conducting survey on employment conditions of immigrants,
upholding law and order improving detention facilities for foreign nationals, introduction

1. Reinforcing response againstimmigration offences

2. Creating an environment of co-existence with immigrants
aligned with social norms

3. Border management buttressed by public confidence

of universal birth registration (UBRJ, supporting and
protecting women immigrants who fell victim to violence,
strengthening the integrity of refugee screening process and
professionalism, diversifying means of refugee protection]

V. [Cooperation & Legal foundation] Setting up the
foundation for immigration administration on par with
global standards

1. Establishment of a system to pursue longer-term
immigration policies

2. Expansion of facilities on boosting expertise of immigration

[Five-year plan on halving illegal residents, establishing
step-by-step response measures against illegal residents,
strengthening requirements of being recognised as
dependents of national health insurance subscribers of foreign
nationality, introduction of electronic declaration of entry]

administration and research capabilities

3. Sophisticated immigration administration powered by
technology and innovation

4. Reinforcing cooperation with the international community

Il [Integration] Social integration with the engagement
of nationals and immigrants

1. Managing social integration policies in a systematic manner

2. Promoting understanding and dialogue between nationals
and immigrants

3. Nurturing immigrants’ capabilities as a valued member of
the society

4. Mutual growth buttressed by a sense of kinship between
Korean nationals and overseas Koreans

[Establishment of a new agency dedicated to immigration
affairs, improving relevant laws, establishment of a foundation
for regionalimmigration policy research, promoting Migration
& Development into policies]
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01

The introduction of Digital Nomad
(Workation) visa

‘As of 1 January 2024, we have introduced Digital Nomad
visa as a pilot project, which allows remote workers

from overseas to stay in Korea long-term while enjoying
vacations in the country.

‘Employees of a company based overseas can apply for

a Digital Nomad visa, provided that he/she meets the
minimum income level and length of service requirements.

03

Income and mandatory medical
insurance requirements

-Foreign nationals with proof of income of at least twice the
previous year's per capita GNI announced by the Bank of
Korea

** As per capita GNI as of 2022 announced by the BOK is
KRW 42.48m (KRW 3.54m/month), the minimum income
requirement for Digital Nomad visa applicants is KRW
84.96m (KRW 7.08m/month) equivalent.

*Subscription to medical insurance with coverage of at

least KRW 100m is mandatory in case situations requiring
medical treatment and repatriation arise during stay in

Korea

@
4

Place +

visa as a pilot project

(174
How to apply & Eligibility

*Visit a Korean embassy for application. Switching an

existing visa to a Digital Nomad visa can be done by
visiting an immigration office covering the area of his/her
residence, provided that requirements are met.

* Foreign national employees aged 18 or more with at least
one year of work experience in the same field, who can
work remote and are affiliated with a company based
overseas can apply, including accompanying family
members.

Digital Nomad (Workation)

for remote workers from overseas

04

Required documents and allowed
period of stay in Korea

*Required documents

*A completed visa application form #17, passport, standard size
portrait photo
(The visa application form #17 can be found under the “What's New"
section of the English version of the KIS website.)

*Proof of employment and documents demonstrating the
applicant’s income, including salary statement and bank
transaction certificate.

-Criminal record certificate, certificate of medical insurance
subscription and certificate of family relations, should the
applicant wish to accompany family members to Korea.

[* Please note that official documents issued by foreign
governments should be Apostille certified.)

*Maximum period of stay: Initial maximum period of one yearis
granted upon foreign resident registration with an extra one-
year extension by choice, bringing the total maximum period of
stay to two years.

*Employment and profit-seeking activities in Korea are restricted
as performing such activities requires a separate visa.

*Short-term tourism visa (B-1, B-2 and C-3 visa) holders, who

meet requirements can switch their visa to Digital Nomad visa.

)
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